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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 
1 - 6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) An agricute tfal ly acceptab le ^composition for mfefatm^ 

increasing an early flowertat number or buddi n g an early fr uit number in a nonleguminous 

plant comprising afheffeefcive amount s 

least-ene-a^ in a concentration effective to increase the flower 

number or fr uit number in the plant within four weeks following an a pp lication of the 
composition to the plant . 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for mltiatlR-g.--in creasing an early -fteweflng? buddmg- 

©f-fruiti-Rf- number in a nonleguminous plant comprising applying to foliage -of -the plant aft 
effec-tive^fflewrt-ef-aHeast -onea lipo-chitooligosaccharide (ICQ) at a concentration of from 
about 1 na to about 1000 ng per plant -wifeh-ene or more aweu l tuf atty-aeee^table-eafftefy 
wtoeFeifi"#©wer+R§7-&^ 

9. - 13. (Canceled) 



14. 



(Canceled) 



15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, wherein the nonleguminous plant is of 
the family Brassicaceae, Solonaceae, Chenopodiaceae, Asteraceae, Malvaceae, Cucurbitaceae, 
or Poaceae. 



18. 



(Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the € 



i l i po 



«LCO is applied at a concentration of from about-4- 10 ng per plant to about 
■ l-QQO- 4 00 ng per plant. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim -188, wherein the nonleguminous plant is a 
tomato plant, a pepper plant, or on o rnamentol a strawberry plant. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18, wherein the ©fte-or-more-lfpe™ 

ehitoel i gos aeenwde LCO is applied at a concentration of from about 4-Q-50 ng per plant to about 
300-75 ng per plant. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for in cr e as i ng increasing an early flower number_-of 
a ssoc i a t ed yi eld in a nonleguminous plant comprising applying to f o li age of the plant an 
effee^ve-am o unt o f a t le ast one a lipo-chitooligosaccharide (LCO) at a concentration of from 
about 1 nq to about 1000 nq per plant w i th one or mor e ag r icu l turally - acceptabl e carr i e r, 
w her ei n flow e r nu mb er or assoc i at ed- yi el d i s incr e ased in the -ftof^g um i no us-p+afrt. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21, wherein the nonleguminous plant is 
of the family Brassicaceae, Solonaceae, Chenopodiaceae, Asteraceae, Malvaceae, 
Cucurbitaceae, or Poaceae. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein the on e or more li po 
ch i tool i gosaccharid e LCQ is applied at a concentration of from about lnq 10 nq per plant to 
about 1000 100 nq per plant. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2321, wherein the nonleguminous plant is 
a tomato plant, pe p p e r pl ant, o r o r namental pla nt -. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2321, wherein the o ne or more4fpo- 
ch i too li qosaccharido LCO is applied at a concentration of from about 4O-50 ng per plant to about 
300-75 nq per plant. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) A method for in i tiat i ng increasing an early f- 
fruitmg number in a nonleguminous plant comprising applying to fol i ag e of the plant at* 

f-the composition of claim 7. 
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29. (Currently Amended) A method for increasing an early flower number ef-a-s soeiated 
yield-in a nonleguminous plant comprising applying to fo li ag e of-the plant an effective amount 
of the composition of claim 7. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, wherein the non-leguminous plant is a 
tomato plant. 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (New) The composition of claim 7, wherein the nonleguminous plant is a tomato plant. 

34. (New) The method of claim 8, wherein the step of applying an LCO comprises applying 
a first dose of LCO and a second dose of LCO, wherein the second dose is applied about two 
weeks after the first dose. 

35. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein the step of applying an LCO comprises 
applying a first dose of LCO and a second dose of LCO, wherein the second dose is applied 
about two weeks after the first dose. 

36. (New) The method of claim 8, comprising applying the LCO to the foliage of the plant. 

37. (New) The method of claim 21, comprising applying the LCO to the foliage of the plant. 

38. (New) The method of claim 8, wherein the fruit number of the plant is increased within 
four weeks following said application. 

39. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein the flower number of the plant is increased 
within four weeks following said application. 
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